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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Kevin Su on 9/14/06. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In the specification: 

On page 8, lines 6-7, the phrase "its appropriate end-flange body of the matingly 
engageable terminator body" has been replaced with the phrase -a corresponding end- 
flange body of the other half sleeve--. 

The abstract has been rewritten as follows: 

-An apparatus to seal terminal ends of the two half oversized sleeves, 
positionable on the external circumferential side of affected riser pipes. The apparatus 
comprises of a pair of flange bodies integral to the two half oversized sleeves and a pair 
of terminator bodies. Each flange body includes a semi-circular collar with a plurality of 
bores and a semi-circular lip. The terminator body includes a semi-circular collar with a 
plurality of bores and a semi-circular recess structured and configured to receive the 
respective semi-circular lip. Two semi-circular graphite strips are introducible into the 
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semi-circular recess. The terminator body is secured against the flange body by 
tightening of nuts and bolts introduced between the bores in the flange body and the 
terminator body.-- 

In the claims: 

Claims 1-13 have been canceled. 
Claim 14 has been rewritten as follows: 

-14. (Currently Amended) A pipe sealing apparatus comprising: 

a half sleeve (22) positionable on the external circumferential 
side of a pipe (20); 

a flange body (24) and a terminator body (45), wherein the 
flange body (24) is integral to the half sleeve (22); 

wherein the flange body (24) includes a semi-circular collar 
(34) with a plurality of bores (36), a wing (38) with an aperture (40) 
and a semi-circular lip (42); 

wherein the terminator body (45) includes a semi-circular 
collar (46) with a plurality of bores (48), a wing (50) with an aperture 
(53) and a semi-circular recess (54) dimensioned and configured to 
receive the semi-circular lip (42); and 

wherein a semi-circular graphite body is introducible into the 
semi-circular recess (54); and 
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wherein the flange body and the terminator body are 
securable together and are securable to second flange body and a 
second terminator body of a second half sleeve by the tightening of 
nuts and bolts between the apertures (40, 53).-- 

In claim 15, line 2, "The half sleeve" has been replaced with -The pipe sealing 
apparatus-. 

In claim 16, line 2, "The half sleeve" has been replaced with -The pipe sealing 
apparatus-. 

In claim 18, line 2, "The half sleeve" has been replaced with -The pipe sealing 
apparatus--. 

In claim 18, line 2, "rings" has been replaced with -ring-. 

In claim 18, lines 3-4, the phrase "the two... compression pressure" has been 
replaced with the phrase -the semi-circular graphite body (56)-. 

In claim 19, line 2, "The half sleeve" has been replaced with -The pipe sealing 
apparatus-. 

In claim 19, lines 2-3, the phrase "further comprising... serrated strips (26)" has 
been replaced with the phrase -wherein the serrated strip (26) is engageable with a 
strip of polytetrafluoroethylene--. 
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The following changes to the drawings have been approved by the examiner and 
agreed upon by applicant: the grout/epoxy shown in Figure 5 is to be depicted with the 
appropriate cross-hatching as outlined in MPEP 608.02 (IX); the metallic rings 60, 62 
and 64 and the graphite body are to be clearly shown in Figure 9 and be depicted with 
appropriate cross-hatching as outlined in MPEP 608.02 (IX). In order to avoid 
abandonment of the application, applicant must make these above agreed upon 
drawing changes. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James M. Hewitt whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7084. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel Stodola can be reached on 571-272-7087. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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